
Sight Translation
?Choose a variety of texts related to official documents, violence, social 

services or general medical questions. Newspaper articles and 
magazines are useful tools.

?The text should be 200 to 250 words in length.
?The text should be in both languages, if possible.
?Take 15 minutes to read over the text. Try to solve any translation 

problem at this point without using a dictionary.
?You may make some notes on your text paper, but it should be limited to 

the translation of some difficult words or phrases.
?Do not under any circumstances attempt to do a full written translation 

of the text. You will be penalized if your notes exceed 10% of the text.
?When you have dealt with the parts of the text that may present some 

difficulty, go through the entire text translating it mentally.
?After 15 minutes of preparation, read your translation aloud making sure 

that you are not omitting or adding anything.
?Accuracy is essential, but this does not mean a word-for-word type of 

translation, which could be either meaningless or awkward in the second 
language.

?Consider each sentence and interpret its message and intent as 
accurately and as naturally as possible in the other language. A good 
way of assessing this is to have a speaker of the second language listen 
to your translation and tell you whether it was clear, natural sounding 
and understandable. 

When you have finished reading and taping your translation aloud, 
assess the following elements, which will be taken into consideration 

by the marker.
   1. Did you omit anything?

   2. Did you add anything?

   3. Did you distort the meaning of any term or concept in the passage?

   4. Were you sufficiently fluent in the second language to deal with the 

terminology and structure of the original passage?

   5. Were you able to work around problems?

   6. Was your voice clear and audible?

   7. Was there a lot of hesitation?

   8. Did you start a sentence several times before deciding on the correct 

structure?

   9. Was your voice calm and controlled?
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